
Types Of Discipline- Church, Pt. VIII 

Source: Jay E. Adams,  
Handbook of Church Discipline, p. 27  
  

Here is a pictorial presentation of the process  
of discipline laid out in Mt 18:15-17 which 
reads as follows: 
15

 "If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his  
fault, between you and him alone. If he listens to you,  
you have gained your brother. 

16
 But if he does not  

listen, take one or two others along with you, that every 
 charge may be established by the evidence of two or  
three witnesses. 

17
 If he refuses to listen to them, tell it  

to the church. And if he  refuses to listen even to the  
church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 
  

 
We are at the point at which the disciplinary process involving an unrepentant brother or 
sister has to be taken to the church.  In other words, the matter has now developed (or 
deteriorated) to the level of requiring official ecclesiastical attention, all previous 
avenues and means for attaining a reconciliation between him and his accuser, having 
been exhausted.  In our last comments we noted that “church” refers not to the entire 
congregation but to the elders as the duly constituted,  legal authorities and that 
discipline is an institutional matter necessitating the regular ongoing practices of loving 
confrontation, confession, repentance and restoration within the life of the church's 
fellowship.    
 At the first meeting, the elders will hear the arguments of both parties, including 
the previous processes ending with the participation of two or three witnesses.  After 
attentively, humbly and justly granting appropriate time and effort to hearing both sides, 
the elders are now required to make a decision.  Should they agree with the defendant 
(remember that this is a court!), their ruling along with their supporting reasons is 
accurately documented and their decision implemented.  The congregation does not 
need to be officially informed about this development.  However, if the elders determine 
that the litigant is correct, they are to call upon the defendant to repent of his sin and to 
be restored to his brother.  Should the defendant reject the ruling of the elders, then he 
is to be refused the privilege of partaking of the Lord’s Supper for a specific period of 
time during which the elders would pray for him and would be available to meet with him 
for further counseling regarding this matter.  Depending on the dynamics of the case, at 
least one future date will be set on which the parties will reconvene in order to establish 
whether the sinning brother had changed his mind and had repented of his sin.   
 During this interim, the elders are required to inform the members of the church 
that brother So and So has refused to repent of his sin and has been refused the 
Supper for a particular time.  At this time they will also furnish the congregation a brief 
outline of the case; admonish them that this is a church matter requiring patience, love, 
wisdom, restraint and prudence and that must not be discussed with outsiders; instruct 
them to regard the recalcitrant Christian as a brother still, to pray for and with him and to 
urge him to repentance.  
  
  


